
Parish of Findon, Clapham & Patching                 

Walking together in the Way of Christ and sharing His love with others 
 

Sunday 26th September 2021  

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity  
 

 

8.00am Traditional Communion at Patching Church 
9.30am Eucharist at Findon Church 
8pm Compline - Zoom service 
 
 

 

Banns 3 
John Bayou and Louise Woodward 
James Hargreaves and Daisy Scotts 

 

 
 

Collect for the Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

Gracious God, you call us to fullness of life: deliver us from unbelief 
and banish our anxieties with the liberating love of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 

Bible reading:    Mark 9: 38-end 
John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, 
and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do 
not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able 
soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I 
tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name 
of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe 
in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your 
neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut 
it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go 
to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it 
off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown 
into hell.  And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to 
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown 
into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 



“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, 
how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 
another.” 
 
Reflection on the Reading: Today’s gospel is not a comfortable read. It is a 
sequel to last week’s reading where the disciples had been arguing amongst 
themselves as to which of them was the greatest. It reminds me of Mohammad 
Ali all those years ago! Jesus’ response was that those who wanted to be first 
should place themselves last and be a servant of all. 
In this passage the disciples were telling Jesus they had forbidden a person to do 
a miracle in his name because he was not part of their exclusive in-group. John 
may well have had in mind the time when Jesus had given the disciples the 
authority to cast out demons when he sent them out on a mission of their own. 
This chap hadn’t been given that authority. 
At the beginning of this chapter we had the account of the transfiguration, and 
Mark tells us that as Jesus came down the mountain there was an argument 
going on between the crowd and the disciples because they were unable to cast 
out a demon from a boy that had been brought to them. So it may have galled 
John that this unnamed person was successfully casting out demons in Jesus’ 
name whereas they had recently failed.  
Jesus will have none of this exclusivity. The disciples were there to support him 
in his mission to save humanity, not to put stumbling blocks in the way of those 
who are young in the faith and were following him. 
Jesus develops this theme and warns against tripping ourselves up and falling in 
to sin in how we behave. He is on his way to Jerusalem to pray the price for the 
sin of the world and redeem humanity but we have to do our part. 
So this passage might ask us whether we as individual Christians and as a church 
act in ways that try to claim God exclusively for ourselves, for we may find that 
not only can God not use us to bring in the kingdom, but we are instead 
preventing others from entering, rather like the Pharisees. Secondly, we have to 
look after our souls to keep our saltiness and be careful not to put ourselves into 
temptations way, for true repentance requires a turning away from sin and a 
determination to do better next time. 
A Prayer:  Lord, help me to see where you are leading and working, which may 
be in unexpected ways and places. Enlarge my vision and help me stay close to 
you. 
Amen. 
Other readings for today:   Num. 11: 4-6, 10-16, 24-29; Ps. 19: 7-end; James 5: 
13-end 



* The highlighted text indicates the chosen reading for our church services. 

Post Communion prayer:   
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, and make us 
continually to be given to all good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
DIARY AND READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 
Monday 27th        
Luke 9: 46-50 
 

Tuesday 28th    
10.00 – Holy Communion at Findon 
Church 
Zech. 8: 20-end; Ps. 87; Luke 9: 51-
56 
 

Wednesday 29th          
9.00am – Morning Prayer at Findon 
Church 
John 1: 47-end 
 

 

Thursday 30th         
Luke 10: 1-12 
 

Friday 1st October         
9.00am – Morning Prayer at Findon 
Church 
7.00pm – Harvest Supper at the Fox, 
Patching 
Luke 10: 13-16  
 

Saturday 2nd        
11.30am – Findon Baptism 
Luke 10: 17-24 

 

Sunday 3rd       
8.00am – Traditional Communion at Findon 
10.00am – Eucharist at Patching 
10.00am – Worship and Praise at Findon 
3.00pm Pet Service at Findon 
8.00pm – Compline Zoom Service 
Gen. 2: 18-24; Ps. 8; Heb. 1: 1-4; 2: 5-12; Mark 10: 2-16 
 

Please remember in your prayers: 

• Our children and young people; staff from our schools and preschool;  
our work with children and young people. 

• Those in Northend, Castle Goring and Coldharbour Lane. 

• The sick and those who care for them including: Dilys Allcorn; Julie Brooks; 
Teresa Street; Emilia; Sue Fisher; Colin and Stella Hastings; Clare Jones; John 
Cornford; Anne De Campenhout; Roz Carpenter; Michael Grand; Ann Robert; 
Vicky; Phyl Wall; Ashara Southgate; Pat Canavan 

• Friends and family of Archibald Somerset and Theodore Brittan being 
baptised today. 

• RIP: Anna Davison; Jeremy Oaks 



Charity Concert for the NHS – 2nd Oct., 7.30pm, St George’s Church, 

Worthing 
Tickets - Free at https://www.trybooking.com/uk/BETI   
See poster on Church noticeboard for more details. 
 

HARVEST SUPPER AT THE FOX, PATCHING – Friday 1st October, 7pm for 7.30pm 
Two course meal with coffee and mints. Also a table top quiz and a raffle. For 
reservations & menu, contact Kath: 871147 /  hutchinson997@btinternet.com 
Reservations required by 27th September - Early booking recommended.  

 
Pet Service – 3rd October, 3pm – Findon Church 

Everyone welcome with their pets.  Sausage sizzle afterwards! 

 
Harvest Services 

Findon Church - 3rd Oct – 10.00am - Donations to Turning Tides 

Clapham  - 17th Oct – 10.00am. Donations to Littlehampton Food Bank 

 
Request for Raffle Prizes 
We are looking to raise money for the Church at the Christmas Tree Festival.  
If you are able to donate a prize for the raffle it would be much appreciated. 
 

If you could please drop the prizes at the rectory, we will be able to collect them 
from there.  Thank you in anticipation, CTF committee 
 

Also, jams, chutneys and preserves still needed, please. For more details or 
collection contact Gill Gostick - 01903 873955. 
 
Youth Club – Sadly because of the lack of support, Youth Club is now closed. 
 
Please use our donation code if you have a smart phone! 

 
 
All money donated goes to the Parish for the upkeep of our Churches. 
 
 
 

Website:  www.findon-clapham-patching-churches.com  
Facebook: Parish of Findon, Clapham & Patching  
Parish Office: The Rectory, School Hill, Findon Village, Worthing, BN14 0TR 

t: 01903 873601, e: findoncprectory@gmail.com    

https://www.trybooking.com/uk/BETI
mailto:hutchinson997@btinternet.com
http://www.findon-clapham-patching-churches.com/
mailto:findoncprectory@gmail.com

