
From the Rectory            August 2020 

 

It is so wonderful to welcome worshippers back into our churches for Services, although we 

are still restricted in where we sit and are unable to include congregational singing.  I selected 

several CD tracks for the first mid-morning Service at Findon Church, which were very well 

received, and Pauline Prior played the organ at Clapham and the keyboard at Patching (while 

awaiting the return of the final part of the Organ there, so it can once again be used).  Thank 

you, Pauline!  Numbers at 8am Communion were higher than usual on the first week back, 

but otherwise we have had fewer people attending, which is to be expected until a vaccine 

is available.  Colin and I continue to offer a recorded act of worship online on a Sunday, and 

we have added a midweek morning prayer to the website and Facebook page on a 

Wednesday.  Our Sunday Evening Zoom offering continues to be well supported, so this too 

will continue for the time being. 

This would seem a good time to review what we offer in the way of worship as a church here 

in Findon, Clapham and Patching, perhaps changing some things, or adding others.  If you 

have any ideas or comments, please send them in to the Parish Office (either on an email or 

pop them through the letterbox) and when the PCC is able to meet again, we will have a 

discussion about where we go from here on.  Thank you! 

We will be having a ‘Songs of Praise’ Service at Findon Church on Sunday 2nd August at 10am. 

Several people in the village have chosen a favourite hymn and will talk briefly about their 

choice, then we have some of our young people singing and/or playing instruments. 

Everyone is very welcome to join us (at a safe distance of course!) although unless things 

change, there will still be no congregational singing I’m afraid, but it is always interesting to 

hear what particular hymns mean to other people. 

Speaking of music, we should have hosted another Bernardi Strings Concert last month, but 

as this wasn’t possible, we were fortunate to host a recording session in Findon Church on 

July 14th, which was included in an online concert as part of the 20th Anniversary celebration 

of the Shipley Arts Festival.  This included the first performance of a new piece called Shipley 

Idyll, the middle movement of a violin concerto composed by Paul Lewis to celebrate Andrew 

Bernardi’s Stradivarius violin.  A small audience enjoyed this piece, along with some Elgar and 

some Mendelssohn outside in the Churchyard after the recording was completed, the first 

live performance since lockdown, a truly magical experience.  It was the first time the nine 

string musicians had been able to play together since the beginning of this year, so very 

special for them too.  All being well, we will host another concert in the church, supported 

by Caroline at Findon Place, in 2021, and I look forward to welcoming many of you to that - 

something to look forward to. There is nothing like live music and the acoustics in the church 

are wonderful! 

 

Every blessing, Helena 

 


