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Summer weather at last!  What a joy it was to spend most of yesterday on Nepcote Green   at 

the Stoolball Tournament, although our Youth Club Team lost their unbeaten record! 

Congratulations to the winners and runners up, and to all the teams who took part, for their 

sportsmanlike and cheerful participation.  It was wonderful to see so many of our village 

families enjoying themselves and there was enough shade for us all when not playing or 

umpiring.  Huge thanks to the umpires and scorers, to Friends of Findon Church for the 

refreshments and above all to Richard and his team of helpers for organising the day.  Of 

course, I mustn’t forget to thank the Parish Council for allowing us to use the green for this 

village event.  We’re already looking forward to next year!  After the isolation of the last 

sixteen months, it was fantastic to see village families out enjoying themselves together again! 

Another highlight towards the end of July was the open-air theatre production of ‘Blythe Spirit’ 

hosted by Caroline Hill at Findon Place.  The acting was superb, and it is such a lovely setting.  

We were blessed with lovely weather to enjoy our picnics before the performance and there 

were drinks available both then and during the interval.  Again, it was wonderful to see so 

many villagers, as well as others, enjoying a live performance after months of lock-down. 

Being a Parish Priest is varied, and I am often asked if it is difficult to take funerals.  I always 

answer it is not, but rather a privilege to accompany people in what is such a difficult time for 

them.  Last week I was able to inter the ashes of a very special Clapham couple, Vi and Ernie 

Field, in a family plot in Clapham Churchyard, with family and friends present on what would 

have been their 66th Wedding Anniversary.  Ernie and Vi were married in Clapham Church, 

lived in the Village and spent their last days well cared for in Clapham Lodge Care Home.  Ernie 

was a couple of months off his 100th birthday when he left us to join his beloved Vi.  It is 

occasions like this that make me so thankful that I am the Vicar of these three lovely villages 

here, each of which has such a lovely ‘family’ feel to it, where generations have lived in the 

village, and some continue to do so. 

As I write, I am reflecting on what ‘freedom day’ means to you and me!  Personally, I will 

continue to carry a mask and use it if in a crowded space or if asked to in a venue, and to 

maintain a reasonable distance from people outside my immediate circle.  I hope and pray 

that everyone else will continue to think of those around them, not just themselves, as we 

learn to live with what is still a pandemic but will, once enough of the population have been 

fully vaccinated, hopefully be something we have to live with like seasonal flu.  In our churches, 

although masks will no longer be compulsory, we would still advise people to wear one while 

numbers of infections remain high, and we will encourage people to be sensibly spaced out.  

From now on, we are again able to sing in church – hooray!  We will still continue to sing our 

last hymn outside while the weather holds as so many people have said they enjoy this! 

Colin and I wish all of you a healthy and restful summer, thinking especially of our school staff 

and pupils at the end of a very challenging year. 

Every Blessing,  

Helena 


