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Autumn officially began on the 22nd September, so once again we can look 

forward to the myriad colours of our changing landscape.  As Findon Church 
nestles in the trees, it is a most beautiful time of the year to visit.  As William 

Cullen Bryant wrote, “Autumn... the year’s last, loveliest smile.”  The church is 
open to visit every day except Mondays, though please observe the Covid 
precautions that are in place.  

It wasn’t that long ago that our churches stood empty and silent, for the first 
time in living memory.  How easily we take things for granted, so it is still a real 

pleasure to be able to meet each week and break bread together as our Lord 
commanded.  It is a lesson to us perhaps to be thankful for all the good things 
that enrich our lives, in both good times and bad.  A few weeks ago, we 

celebrated Harvest Festival at Findon and Patching churches, a reminder that 
even in this strange new world, life around us goes on very much as it always 

has.  This year, instead of our usual auction at Patching Church, the food that 
was donated was given to the Littlehampton Foodbank, which is doing sterling 
service in supporting households in crisis at this challenging time.  At Findon, 

donations of food were given to Turning Tides, our homeless charity.  The final 
Harvest Festival of the year is at Clapham Church on the 4th October, and again 

any donations will go to the Foodbank.  

It has also been a particular joy to host weddings once again with all the promise 

of new beginnings and a lifelong commitment to a loving relationship.  It gives us 
hope for better times ahead.  

During the period when we could not gather at church Helena was ‘promoted’ to 

Vicar, but she will still live in a Rectory!  She had an informal induction by the 
Archdeacon at the time, but the celebration is to take place at the Findon Church 

Eucharist on 25th October.  Everyone is very welcome to attend but, if you do not 
usually go to church, please let the Church Office know you will be coming, so 
that we can make sure there is seating for everyone.  

On 13th September the parish finally held its long overdue Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting.  It would normally have been held in April, but for the pandemic. 

Ian Swales stood down as our Parochial Church Council (PCC) Secretary after 
many years of faithful service and Georgina Bond will take over from him.  Gail 
Smith also stood down as Church Warden of Clapham, again after many years of 

faithful service.  Maggie Somerset and Sian Fletcher were voted into office as 
Church Wardens in her place.  Ralph Budden also stood down as Church Warden 

of Findon, again after many years of faithful service, and Irene Adams was 
elected into office to work alongside John Scadgell.  

It has been wonderful to see so much kindness and neighbourliness in our 

communities over this last year.  As always, please let Helena or myself know of 
anyone who we can help in any way.  

Blessings,  

 

Colin 


