
Parish of Findon, Clapham & Patching                 

Walking together in the Way of Christ and sharing His love with others 
 

Sunday 9th May 2021 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Rogation Sunday 
 

8.00am Communion at Patching Church 
9.30am Said Eucharist at Findon Church, 
 followed by APCM at 10.15am 
8pm Compline - Zoom service 
 
 

As Churches are open, we are not posting an online service. If you are unable 
to attend Church and would like a visit, please contact the Parish Office.  

 
Collect for the Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Risen Christ, by the lakeside you renewed your call to your 
disciples: help your Church to obey your command and draw the 
nations to the fire of your love, to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
Bible reading for this Sunday:    John 15: 9-17 
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 
from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to 
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love 
one another. 



Reflection on the Reading:  Love is an overused word today! We talk about 
loving a food, a book or a holiday (remember those?!) The love Jesus is talking 
about is so much greater than anything we can imagine – something all 
consuming yet freedom giving, limitless and immeasurable, priceless yet costly. 
All human love is a reflection and response to the great love that Jesus 
demonstrates, the reciprocal love shared between Father and Son now offered 
to you and me. Only in this love can true joy be found, the joy that Jesus talks 
about here. 
Often you hear of someone saying they ‘chose’ to become a Christian. Yes, we 
all make a choice in life to follow Jesus, but that choice can only come because 
Jesus has chosen us, you and me, ‘warts and all’! Out of his love, God has called 
each of us and today’s Gospel reveals what that calling implies.  
Firstly, for love; sacrificial love – we may not be called to die for one another, but 
selfishness must die if we are to love one another as Jesus loves his Father and 
so loves us too. Any acrimony in a Christian community is a betrayal of that great 
love. That true love leads to joy; whatever life throws at us, God’s love and care 
for us cannot be taken away. Even in dark times, that joy can sustain us, bringing 
hope, radiating that hope in joy to others. 
In our reading from Acts, we witness how that joy and power radiated from 
Peter as he spoke to the crowds in the name of Jesus. Gentile and Jew alike were 
gifted with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. All were baptized; Jesus removes all 
barriers. As St Paul writes, in Jesus all are equal in the eyes of God. We are 
unconditionally loved, so we must love one another as precious children of the 
same loving Father. 
Jesus tells us we are no longer servants but friends – what a wonderful truth! 
But friendship with Jesus also brings responsibility; we, like those first disciples 
are called, loved and sent out in Jesus’ name, sharing in outreach and mission, 
bearing fruit through prayer and action. Friends, let us love one another as St 
John writes; “…not in word or speech, but in truth and action.” (1 John 3:18) 
 
A Prayer:  Lord Jesus, we thank you for revealing true love to us by calling us 
home to you. Strengthen our human weakness through your friendship and 
teaching, as you send us out in the power of the Spirit to be your love in the 
world. Fill us with joy as we abide in your love. Amen. 
 

Other readings for today:   Acts 10: 44-end; Ps. 98; 1 John 5: 1-6 
* The highlighted text indicates the chosen reading for our church services. 

 
 



Post Communion prayer:   
God our Father, whose Son, Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: may we 
thirst for you, the spring of life and source of goodness, through him who is alive 
and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

Diary and Readings for the Week: 
Monday 10th  
John 15.26 – 16.4 
 

Tuesday 11th  
10.00 – Holy Communion at Findon Church 
Acts 16: 22-34; Ps. 138; John 16: 5-11 
 

Wednesday 12th  
9.00am – Morning Prayer at Findon Church 
John 16: 12-15 
 

Thursday 13th  Ascension Day 
10.00am – Eucharist at Findon Church 
Acts 1: 1–11, Luke 24: 44-end 
 

Friday 14th  Matthias the Apostle 
9.00am – Morning Prayer at Findon Church 
Acts 1: 15-end; John 15: 9-17  
 

Saturday 15th 

John 16: 23-28 
 

Sunday 16th  
Acts 1: 15-17, 21-end; Ps.1; 1 John 5: 9-13; John 17: 6-19 
 
 
Please remember in your prayers: 

• Our children and young people; staff from our schools and preschool;  
our work with children and young people. 

• Those in Findon Heights, Rectory Lane and Hillside. 

• The sick and those who care for them including: Dilys Allcorn; Julie Brooks;  
Anna Davison; Matthew Moppett; Jill; Teresa Street; Emilia; Kathleen; Sue 
Fisher; Stella Hastings; Clare Jones; Biddy Bolding; Roy Hogan; John Cornford; 
Revd Muriel Pargeter 

• On their anniversary: 10th Geoffrey Godden; 15th Eileen Bamford 
 
 



Christian Aid Week – 10th May 
Nancy Ford is raising funds for Christian Aid through 
the 300,000 steps challenge. If you would like to 
make a donation, please use the link below to her just giving page - 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/N-Ford4 
 
Church Cleaning 
Thank you to those people who have come forward offering help with cleaning 
at Findon Church. If anyone else feels able to help clean any of our churches, 
please contact one of the Churchwardens or Helena. 
 
Dog Beds 
If anyone has any unwanted clean duvets and/or duvet covers, these would be 
much appreciated for making into dog beds for rescue centres. Please leave 
them in the Rectory porch.  Thank you. 
 
A Homeless Crisis 
Across West Sussex, an estimated 1,000 people and families, are living in 
temporary emergency accommodation. Donations - however small - will enable 
TURNING TIDES to provide vital support. For more details and to donate: 
www.turning-tides.org.uk/homelesscrisis  
Tel: 01903 680748,   Email: fundraising@turning-tides.org.uk  
 
 

After a year of lockdowns, our Parish income is considerably down.  
Please consider making a regular donation to the Church, or if you are able, 
increasing your donation. Taxpayers using The Parish Giving Scheme enable 

us to reclaim tax, making each donation go further.   Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Website:  www.findon-clapham-patching-churches.com  
Facebook: Parish of Findon, Clapham & Patching  
Parish Office: The Rectory, School Hill, Findon Village, Worthing, BN14 0TR 

t: 01903 873601, e: findoncprectory@gmail.com    
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