
Parish of Findon, Clapham & Patching                 27th September 2020 

Walking together in the Way of Christ and sharing His love with others 

www.findon-clapham-patching-churches.com 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity  
 

 

Services for this Sunday 
8.00am Traditional Communion at Clapham Church 
9.30am Said Eucharist at Findon Church 
8pm   Compline – Zoom service 
 

Tuesday: 
10.00am Communion at Findon Church 
 

There is social distancing in all 3 Churches. 
Please remember your face masks and to sanitise your hands when going in 

 and again when coming out. 
Church Services are currently not affected by the latest changes  

and advice from the Government. 

 
Collect  

Lord of creation, whose glory is around and within us: open our 
eyes to your wonders, that we may serve you with reverence and 
know your peace at our lives’ end, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
Bible reading for this Sunday:  Matt 21: 23-32 
Now after Jesus entered the temple courts, the chief priests and elders of the 
people came up to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you 
doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus answered them, “I 
will also ask you one question. If you answer me then I will also tell you by what 
authority I do these things. Where did John’s baptism come from? From 
heaven or from people?” They discussed this among themselves, saying, “If we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Then why did you not believe him?’  But if we 
say, ‘From people,’ we fear the crowd, for they all consider John to be a 



prophet.”  So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Then he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
“What do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.’ The boy answered, ‘I will not.’ But later he 
had a change of heart and went. The father went to the other son and said the 
same thing. This boy answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did 
his father’s will?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “I tell you the 
truth, tax collectors and prostitutes will go ahead of you into the kingdom of 
God!  For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him. But the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe. Although you 
saw this, you did not later change your minds and believe him. 
 
Reflection on the reading:   
The day before this encounter with the religious leaders, Jesus had caused 
quite a stir in the temple as he had overturned the tables of the money 
changers and had driven out those trading there. The next day, as Jesus arrives 
at the temple and starts to teach, he is confronted by the high officials 
demanding to know by what authority he had acted. 
Only the Messiah had that authority, as they well know. Jesus answers their 
question with one of his own. He asks them whether John’s baptism was from 
God or merely of human origin. As Jesus’ anointing with the Holy Spirit as the 
Messiah was through the agency of John’s baptism, they could answer their 
own question themselves. Jesus’ question effectively hoists them with their 
own petard. All they can come up with is a lame ‘We don’t know’. Jesus isn’t 
finished with them yet and tells them the parable of the two sons. The first son 
represents the tax collectors and sinners, who on hearing John’s call to 
repentance turn to God in obedience. The second son represents the Pharisees 
and religious establishment, who follow all the rules but do not know God. 
They also hear John’s call to repentance but it falls on deaf ears. It is a warning 
to all of us of the dangers of not living out our faith but just going through the 
motions. We are all works in progress so none can claim a total commitment to 
God. If we ask, the Holy Spirit will show us those areas of our lives that God 
wants to redeem. 
 

A Prayer: Dear Lord, search our hearts and show us those areas where we need 
your gentle transforming Spirit to work, so that we may draw closer to you. 
Amen. 
 
Other readings for today:  Ezek. 18: 1-4, 25-end; Ps 25: 1-8; Phil. 2: 1-13 



Post Communion prayer:   
Almighty God, you have taught us through your Son that love is the fulfilling of 
the law: grant that we may love you with our whole heart and our neighbours 
as ourselves; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Weekly Readings:  
Monday: Luke 9: 46-50 
Tuesday: Ps. 103: 19-end; Rev. 12: 7-12; John 1: 47-end 
Wednesday: Luke 9: 57-end 
Thursday: Luke 10: 1-12 
Friday:  Luke 10: 13-16 
Saturday: Luke 10: 17-24 
Sunday: Isa 5: 1-7; Ps. 80: 9-17; Phil. 3: 4b-14; Matt 21: 33-end 
 
Please remember in your prayers: 

• Our children and young people; staff from our schools and preschool;  
our work with children and young people. 

• Those in Old Cottages, Clapham Common and Long Furlong. 

• The sick and those who care for them including: Dilys Allcorn, Julie Brooks, 
John Childs, Anna Davison, Matthew Moppett, Teresa Street, Ann and 
Richard Currer-Briggs, Mabel Carson, Jeremy, Jill Juster. 

• On their Anniversary:  1st Oct Harry Bell 
 
 

All activities and groups cancelled until further notice. 
 
We are hoping that a dropdown screen and fixed projector will soon be 
installed in Findon Church, giving us more flexibility in presenting information. 
A generous member of our Congregation has contributed half of the cost, but if 
anyone feels able to make a contribution, the PCC would be very grateful. 
Thank you. 
 

Following Helena’s Licensing on 5 May, Helena’s Induction will take place on 
Sunday 25 October in Findon Church at 9.30am. Everyone very welcome.  
If you do not normally attend Church, but would like to attend the Induction, 
please let us know so that we can make sure sufficient safe seats are available. 
 
Saturday 3rd Oct. – Working Party at Clapham Church, 9.30 – 12.00.  
Please come along and help to tidy up the Church grounds.  



Harvest Festival at Clapham will take place on Sunday 4 October at 10.00am, 
supporting Littlehampton Food Bank.  Donations of tins/packaged goods will be 
greatly appreciated 
 
A big thank you to those who donated goods for Turning Tides at the Harvest 
Services last week.  Our local councils report that the number of people 
becoming homeless has doubled and this will continue to increase. In these 
challenging times, Turning Tides would also welcome financial contributions for 
their clients. Full details of how to donate can be found on their website: 
https://www.turning-tides.org.uk   To donate by BACS the details are:   
Turning Tides - Sort Code: 40-47-23 - Account No: 31498959 
There is also a ‘Thank you Harvest Celebration Video’ on the website 
 
All Souls 
We welcome you to join us at our All Souls Service in Findon Church on Sunday 
1st November at 4.00pm. If you have a departed loved one you would like 
included in that Service, please write their name on the list at the back of the 
Church. (Anybody whose funeral we have taken in the last two years is 
automatically included on the list). 
 

Shoebox Appeal – Love in a Box 
Despite Corona Virus, Mustard Seed Relief Missions are once again appealing 
for shoeboxes filled with small gifts to be delivered to Moldova, the poorest 
country in Europe.  Conditions there are, no doubt, more difficult than ever 
this year.  Boxes are available at Railton Ward in the village.  Leaflets with 
further information are available at the back of all three churches but if you 
would like more guidelines, please ring Hilary on 07899 990748.  
Boxes to be delivered by 2nd November....Many thanks 
 
 
 
 

 
Please visit our Facebook page:  
Parish of Findon, Clapham & Patching  
 

 

Contributions for pew sheet notices are invited to be submitted to the Rectory by 
10.00am on Friday: findoncprectory@gmail.com, 873601. 

https://www.turning-tides.org.uk/
mailto:findoncprectory@gmail.com

